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Picture: the lantern has become a signature of the W Hong Kong
(Courtesy: W Hong Kong)

W Hong Kong)

The W Hong Kong, which was completed in three years,
is very inspired by nature. By transforming the elements
of nature into abstract forms, the designer aimed to
create an urban oasis that is modern, sophisticated, and
glamorous. The hotel leads guests on a magical journey
into an “Enchanted Forest” with hidden elements of
surprise. As principal designer of Glamorous Yasumichi
Morita explains, “Enchanted forest’ is a key description
of the entire hotel design. We never interpreted the
word as a gimmick, but rather, aimed to create a
sophisticated ambience filled with elements of surprise
which would match the color of the W hotel.”
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Facade

The fagade is the face of W Hong Kong which first
greets visitors and gives them the first impression of
the hotel. As an international brand, the W Hong Kong
maintains its chic and unique style. The glass box
created from resin twigs and molded by a birch tree
trunk consists of two layers of twig screens, giving
the impression of an abstract forest. The twig curtain
offers an interesting filter for the glass box during the
daytime and transforms into a beautiful lantern at
night. The lantern has become a signature of the hotel
that can be found in the distance (picture 1).
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The W Hong Kong features a W
signature on its facade and embodies
the enchanted forest experience.
This article analyzes the facade
design and the inclusion of natural
elements in every detail.
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Lighting Concept

The designers’ mission was to create a nighttime fagade
unique to the W Hotel brand. “During the preliminary
stages of the fagade design, the representatives from
Glamorous had mentioned keywords including ‘forest’
and ‘nature’; and our ideas developed from there. We
imagined the light from fireflies looming in a dark
forest”, notes Kaoru Mende, lighting designer from
Lighting Planners Associates. “At times there will be a
flutter or glimpse of a few fireflies in the glass fagade
at each podium corner, and after the blink of an eye,
that flutter has become an overflowing accumulation
of firefly light, creating a really intriguing fagade.” The
layers of light exist between the inside and outside of
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the hotel, acting like a filter. Inside, guests view the
nightscape of Hong Kong through the trees and fluttering
fireflies. Outside, while the activities inside the hotel are
transparent through this filter of light, the entire fagade
becomes a large-scale glowing lantern, mesmerizing
those at the entrance and in the driveway. “Our lighting
design concept originated from the natural world and
continued to develop from there,” explains Mende.

Lighting effect

The final product is a curtain of branches decorating
the fagade with thousands of custom-made LED points
of light to simulate fireflies. According to Mende, “For
the layers of trees and firefly light, we didn't want the
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glass facade to be a simple flat plane with little spots
of light, so we went a step further, adding custom-
made low-voltage Halogen (AR111) wash light to the
tree layer to create an overlay of light.” The timing
is adjusted to fluctuate, creating more intriguing
expressions with the facade lighting. The lighting
designer avoided using multiple colors in the overall
facade design, but decided to attach color filters to the
wash lights. The hotel now has the option to display
seasonal colors or a simple color theme. Mende
describes, “We also focused on color temperature,
glare control, and selecting quality fixtures for the
interior in our approach to the fagade lighting design.”
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Picture 2: the facade of W Hong Kong resembles the light of fireflies
(Courtesy: Glamorous, photo: Nacasa & Partners inc)

Picture 3: entrance to W Hong Kong (Courtesy: W Hong Kong)



HRRARR
HTFHEHH LED ROEMNAMNR
BEBANEERRNESTH B . @
HEHFERN, "ESEA=EARRH
PIRHORR, B EIRIEILE MR A —

BTRNGER, FIATHREHSEE
ST (ART11) HEMRES, RREERE
. " ATETERPENES, FE5
B, TR T A XS E R TH
. BATERRERLEHE, B
—NEEBHIERS. B, BETM]
B DR B R — B s 2 R RN
FOTHEEEY. GHERT, ER
115 5HTEREZTE . BilthsZE
BEE. BASHMRENTANKES
EE.

XE

SNBEERE, EEIHESH
MR MR FATIRS|, WL, 85
RS, WMRAERTECEE, (S MA]
FR_ERE, At TR R SWHY
SLEIZITINE — 8. NBR—AE—1EE
RHZAE, REOWIEMNNSELE
FIRESE, TORIAERKXEAEL—

L, BREETA-IEETENIE
XA

WmE 8T BABAFLN.
BANKREZHLTERATHBOIM GRAFIK
7000™ BRAAIZHIR Gt FIRARER, 7]
MTE— KRR ZIE AT, AR
ZIRMFENENRI LT /] WA 8
R, ERKTATERG®, TR T 4P
K BEENAESEHEIHMHOAE, DL
FiBEXE LT,

Challenge for lighting

The glass facade represented the biggest challenge for
the design team. The edge space along each podium floor
was empty on the first through eighth floors, making it a
tricky area for fagade lighting. At night, the indoor lighting
needed to be low-key, so as to not interrupt the night
view from the inside out, along with applying suitable
brightness for various activities on each floor. However,
this tricky space is also visible from the outside as the
initial face of the hotel. “We imagined this entire facade
as a giant lantern which displayed the activities on each
floor but could also be viewed from a distance as one
solid concentration of light. All of these elements took
cooperation and coordination to achieve our envisioned
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design”, remarks Mende. “We believe that this was
also a result of selecting suitable light sources, accurate
luminance level calculations, being conscious about glare
control, and numerous experimentation. However, as the
construction schedule started to fall behind, all of the
team members still wished that we had more time to do a
proper mockup on site so we could have achieved a more
delicate representation of light,” continues Kaoru Mende.

Entrance

The first floor exudes the “energy of mother earth.” The
diagonal feature wall is clad by various colors of the soil,
which is the crystallized tide of time.
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Picture 4: main dining area of signature restaurant: fire
(Courtesy: W Hong Kong)

The blazing fire is transformed into the shape of a “W" to
create a striking first impression on guests. (Picture 3). The
feature columns protruding from the first floor roots the
hotel and connects the podium floors, creating a vibrant
energy for the entire space. Yasumichi Morita explains that
these huge structural columns posed a large challenge
from the very beginning: “We are the designers who tumn
obstacles into advantages. We envisioned the columns to
be one of the hotel's charms, rather than as merely huge
structural members, and we were able to accomplish an
eye-catching result.”
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Lobby

The lobby is filled with a surreal and eclectic collection of
omamental follies with scatterings of butterflies displayed in
the ceiling and fairies in the wall panel at the corridor, again
adding to the playful elements tantamount to W design. Bold
jewel-like colors accent the huge art wall of exotic butterflies
and birds inspired by an antique Chinese Chinoiserie.

Lighting of the lobby is controlled by Lutron GRAFIK 7000™
system. With built-in time clock, the light level changes
automatically at different phases of the day, providing
a comfortable ambience for the arriving guests. This
can also save substantial amount of energy and extend
lamp life, thus reducing maintenance cost and avoids the
inconvenience of shutting down the lobby to replace the
light bulbs on the high ceiling.
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Signature restaurant: fire

Fire presents Hong Kong with a chic W signature dining
experience: a fashionable spot with a wonderful atmosphere
in which to linger with a companion and a bottle of strikingly
good red wine (picture 4). Book a private room for your friends
and enjoy the freshest meat, seafood, and vegan dishes which
transcend origin and influence. With Lutron HomeWorks
Lighting Control System in place, the restaurant operators
have the ability to alter the preset lighting environment for
different uses (e.g., breakfast, lunch or dinner). Transitions
between lighting scenes can range from one second to one
hour, in such a way that the customers won't even notice
the subtle change in light level. Sequencing of scenes can
also be done for special occasions like private party to create
dramatic effect and surprise to the guests.

[&5: Fantastic Suite
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Picture 5: Fantastic Suite
(courtesy: Glamorous, photo: Nacasa & Partners Inc)
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Guest rooms

The W Hong Kong features 393 guest rooms which
express the “sparkle of nature.” Drawing their inspiration
from nature’s whimsical elements, the interior designers
scatter this “sparkle” throughout the room. The bedside
panel freezes the magical charm which resides in the
ethereal landscape. Wall paper and Feature wall (carved
MDF panel with special paint) are used to decorate
Fantastic Suite (King) bedroom (picture 5), bringing to
guest a completely new experience. Lutron’s HomeWorks
are integrated with B&QO AV systems so that pushing a
button on the B&O remote control will activate the AV
system and dim the light level to turn the room into a
Home Theatre.
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Picture 6 : Spa

(courtesy: 6a, Glamorous, photo: Nacasa & Partners Inc, 6b, W Hong Kong,)

SPA

Bliss Spar contains nine treatment rooms, men's and
women’s whirlpools, steam rooms, and a sauna (picture
Ba, Bb). SPA is an expression of “aqua.” As the origin of all
lives with the power to heal people, aqua is the absolute
essence of SPA which is transformed into various shapes
and scattered throughout the space, embracing all of
the guests in bliss. Rain becomes the key expression of
aqua, representing its magical ability to pour onto mother
earth, rinse away all of the toxins, and bring the bliss of
life. Lutron's lighting control system HomeWorks creates
the desired light level for specific areas, calm and relaxed
ambience inside the spa treatment room, for instance and
a warm and welcome mood for the reception area.

Nacasa & Partners
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Elevator leading to guest rooms,

elevator lobby, and hallway

The guest room elevator is a more private and intimate
introduction to the guestroom floors. The elevator is
wrapped by abstract drapery: fine lines of the drapery
etched on the metal express unique elements of ordinary
life. The lobby is filled by an eclectic collection of porcelain
books and ornaments prepared by the art consultant. Fairies
from the porcelain books are displayed on the ceiling and
accent the wall panel in the hallway. The hallway has
a more neutral tone and residential feel, and the hotel
guest will find the witty signage as the beginning of their
journey into the guestroom. Lutron's GRAFIK 7000 Lighting

W Hong Kong

Glamorous

Lighting Planners Associates

#& 61 Lutron

Control System is used to light the hallway. Light level can
be dimmed during late hours to create a more, relaxed
ambience while saving a substantial amount of energy.

Conclusion

As Yasumichi Morita remarked, “Particular design
details or styles will fade in time, but the experiences
in that space will not dissipate.” The key to the success
of W Hong Kong's design is the planning of space. From
the moment that guests enter the hotel’s lobby, they
will continue to be delighted by all of the impressive
and memorable elements which greet them as they
journey through the hotel. |
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