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New lighting control system creates a
Hlexible environment and dramatic effects

at the touch of a button.

Interior view of church from altar/sanctuary
(above). Alarfsanctuary view {right), with

architectural det:ils highlighted,
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Lighting subtly enhances the
beauty of St. Anne’s Church.

THE CHALLENGE

The imtecior of St Anne’s Chorel in Houston, Texas, was recently rengvated as 2 vesull of Vatiean 11
recommendatons i accommedate e new limrgy. A new lighting svstem was included inihis renovation in
arder to highlight eese changes, Miclael Joli Smith, project lighting designer, wanted o reveal the unigoe
architeciural feamres of the space witheut drawing attention to the light sources. His goal: “To alier as liule
as passible while revealing move dean ever before.”

PrOjEcT REQUIREMENTS

Comtre] Aexibility and simpliciy were among key client requirements. Luiron preset mulii-scene contrels
were selected because of their simple, wouchbutton operaion and capability of handling up 1o 16 scenes.
The main contral unit was located in the badcony, aceessory controls were placed in the sacristy and at the
entrance from the reclory.

Recognizing that the church has many functions, each requiring different Lighting, led Michae John Smith 10
specily preset lighting control. Smith programined the conteols o the appeoprie light levds Toe cach
activity, {See Typical Lighting Scenes below.) Fade tmes were eniployed to add drama. Theee is convenient
access b the controls, and te system is able to subtly focus the congregation's atention througl changes in
scenes during different services,

Savings in energy usage and operating costs have also been realized. The lighting system mlurres less enerpy
whien lights are dinmed, Dinming also extends Lanp lifie and reduces the need w mange dilliculi-to-geress
bulbs as often. Lighting nuaintenance labor costs have not increased despite the fact deat 20 original lixires
were replaced by approximarely 100 new Gxmiees,

Dimwning is always part of Smith's lighting design for 3 project such as ihis, “We dim For Tamp life: exiension
annd o reduce niiniemance costs,.. 25 well 25 Tor aesthetics. Gridoal changes in e lighting level allow for 2
subile ranforcement of activities. Focal lighting
drws the eve of the congregation while
prowiding @ varied hominous emaronment,”

UNVEILING THE SYSTEM

Thie new lighting was imstalled uring the 40 days
of Lt s the: evening Exster Vgl was the first
service in be performed. From semi-carkmess a
the hegimning of the serdce (e a somber mood),
e lights weere evught wp 1o full (at the Faster
Gloria) with the chodr singing for a breathtaking,
proweerful and emotiomd event.

TymcaL LiGHTING ScENES [8cLUDE

* Funcral » Gl Friclay/Vigil

* Mass » Faster Ghovia or Alleluia
* Baplism * Wedkding

o Pre-Mass e 10 second ade-to-off for Easter Gloria
« Chuech unoccupsed {day, niglt, with chodr rehusarsal)
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